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PAGE 01 STATE 005313 
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-10 L-03 HA-05 ARA-10 EA-10 
EUR- 12 NEA-10 CIAE-00 CU-04 INR-07 NSAE-00 AID-05 
SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /091 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/UNESCO:RDFORSTER:LL 

APPROVED BY IO/UNESCO:RCHEATER 

AF/W :PCHAVEAS 

IO/HR:WHEWITT 

L/UNA:AKRECZKO 

HA:RMMAXIM 

101819 100013Z/70 

O P 092158Z JAN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW PRIORITY 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
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SUBJECT:UNESCO WORKING PARTY ON STRENGTHENING HUMAN RIGHTS 
PROCEDURES, PARIS, JANUARY 9-21, 1978 

REF: (A) STATE 308702; (B) LAGOS 264 

1 . DEPT APPRECIATES EMBASSY'S APPROACH TO FMG IN RESPONSE 
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TO REFTEL A. 

2. AT ITS DISCRETION, EMBASSY MAY WISH TO ASSURE NIGERIAN 
OFFICIAL SANU (RE PARA 2 OF REF. B) THAT PROBLEM OF 
ENFORCING DECISIONS NOT TAKEN BY CONSENSUS DOES NOT ARISE 
IN CONTEXT OF UNESCO'S HUMAN RIGHTS PROCEDURES SINCE, ONCE 
ADOPTED, THEIR IMPLEMENTATION BY SECRETARIAT AND EXECUTIVE 
BOARD COULD NOT BE PREVENTED BY NON-COOPERATION OF 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBER STATES. MOREOVER, ONE OF MAIN GOALS OF 
PROCEDURES (AND ONE WHICH WE SHARE AND ON WHICH THERE IS 
GENERAL AGREEMENT) IS TO MAXIMIZE HANDLING OF COMPLAINTS 
THROUGH PROCESS OF CONCILIATION. 

3. YOU MIGHT ALSO WISH TO NOTE THAT ANALOGOUS PROCEDURES 
FOLLOWED BY UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HAVE FUNCTIONED 
RELATIVELY WELL DESPITE FACT THAT PROCEDURES WERE NOT 
ADOPTED BY CONSENSUS AND INDEED WERE IN GENERAL STRONGLY 
OPPOSED BY SOVIETS. VANCE 
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